[Increased debts and mental health].
Millions of people in industrialised countries are deeply involved in debts including two million households in Germany. Sociologists discuss the gap between modern consumers' wishes and disposable money. There is no research on the psychiatric impacts of debt and mental health. Bankruptcy is often caused by psychiatric difficulties. This is shown by case reports. Consequences for the individual and society are discussed, including the limits of freedom to indebtedness.